Wild Card Weekend Procedures and Policies

Approved by the membership – November 2007

Posted: April 15, 2008

Historical reference: In November 2004, several coaches asked if would be possible to increase the number of teams that qualified for the NESSA Teams from the long standing 8. In November 2005, the “wild card weekend” plan was presented, effective increasing the number of qualifiers from 8 to 12.  The effectiveness of this plan was evaluated at the November 2006 NESSA Annual meeting. In November 2007, the NESSA Membership approved the format as the “official” NESSA Team Racing format replacing the 8 school round robin format.

How it works: Teams ranked first thru last using 50% computer rankings (Plane K in 2008), and 50% executive committee rankings. Rankings are posted on the NESSA Standings site.

1. Teams ranked 1-4 receive automatic bids into the NESSA Team Racing Championship.

2. Teams ranked 5-8, who have qualified for the Mallory, receive automatic bids into the NESSA Team Racing Championship. 

3. Teams 5-8, who have not qualified for the Mallory, will sail-off during wild card weekend on the Mallory Weekend using the format below.

A. If none of the schools ranked 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th qualify for the Mallory, they would sail a wild card round with the teams ranked 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th for the remaining four spots.  The schools will be seeded into one of two four-team regions, hosted by the highest remaining teams, if they are able. Region A will have seed #5, #8, #9, and #12; Region B will have seed #6, #7, #10, and #11. A triple-round robin will be sailed and the top two teams from each regional will advance to the NESSA Team Racing Championship.  

B. If one of the schools ranked 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th qualifies for the Mallory, they receive an automatic bid to the NESSA team racing Championship.  The remaining three teams would sail a wild card round with the teams ranked 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th for the remaining three spots.  The schools will be seeded into one of three three-team regions (region assignments depend on which seed qualified for the Mallory), hosted by the highest remaining teams, if they are able. A triple-round robin will be sailed and the top team from each regional will advance to the NESSA Team Racing Championship.  

C. If two of the schools ranked 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th qualify for the Mallory, they both receive an automatic bid to the NESSA team racing Championship.  The remaining two schools, would sail a wild card round with the teams ranked 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th for the remaining two spots.  The schools will be seeded into one of two four-team regions (region assignments depend on which seeds qualified for the Mallory), hosted by the highest remaining teams, if they are able.  A triple-round robin will be sailed and the top team from each regional will advance to the NESSA Team Racing Championship.  

D. If three of the schools ranked 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th qualify for the Mallory, they all receive an automatic bid to the NESSA team racing Championship. The remaining school would sail a wild card round with the teams ranked 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th for the remaining one spot.  The schools will be seeded into one five-team region, hosted by the highest remaining team, if they are able. A triple-round robin will be sailed and the top team from each regional will advance to the NESSA Team Racing Championship.  

E. If all four of the schools ranked 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th qualify for the Mallory, they all receive an automatic bid to the NESSA Team Racing Championship and there is no wild card round.  

Some Notes about Regional rounds:

· The wild card rounds are scheduled for two days (May 10-11, 2008) to ensure that racing will take place. If the triple round robin and any sail-offs that are necessary, have been completed in one-day, then the regional is over. 

· If one round of the triple round robin is completed, then the regional is a valid regatta and the results would stand, if no other round robins could be completed over two days. 

· Only a complete round robin can count.  If a round robin is not completed, then results go back to the results posted after the last completed round robin.

· If it is not possible to complete any round robins in the time allotted over the weekend, then the highest seed(s) would be declared the regional winner and move on the NESSA Teams.

So what can you do?

1. Check the NESSA Team Racing Standings website - http://www.nessa-sailing.org/
a. Make sure they are up-to-date and accurate for your school
b. Check the Plan K standings 

2. Final Rankings and detailed wild card weekend assignments will be e-mailed out on the Monday before Wild Card Weekend.

